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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is in response to the Remarks filed on 7/22/2005. Claims 1-53 and new 
claims 54-59 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

3. Claims 1-36, 39-41 , 44-50 and 52-59 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Scroggie et al., U.S. Pat. no.5,970,469. 

As to claim 1 , Scroggie discloses a computer method performed for providing access to 
incentives via a computer network, the computer network comprising at least one 
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incentive host server (310 fig. 13) and at least two network servers (300, 312 fig. 13) for 
providing users with access to incentives host server (310 fig. 13), comprising: 

receiving, at a network server, an access request from a client device (user 308 
fig. 13) associated with the user and transmitting a first identifier and a network server 
identifier (NID) (customer ID) corresponding to the access request to the incentive to a 
host server (see abstract, figs,1, 13, col. 9 line 42 to col. 10 line 4 and col. 11 line 41 to 
col. 12 line 42); 

determining at the incentive host server available incentives using at least the 
first identifier and the NID, wherein the NID is used to identify available incentives in an 
incentive server database (306 fig. 13) associated with the NID (i.e., using purchase 
incentive data to process users 1 purchases), and transmitting information (token) 
regarding the determined available incentives to the client device (see col. 11 line 41 to 
col. 12 line 42 and col. 13 lines 10-46). 

As to claim 2, Scroggie discloses receiving a request for a document stored at least in 
part on the network server (see col.1 1 line 41 to col. 12 line 42). 

As to claim 3, Scroggie discloses determining whether an indication exists that the user 
subscribes to receive information of at least one of the subscriber identification and a 
server identification associated with available incentives (see col. 6 lines 1-64 and col. 12 
lines 7-51). 
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As to claim 4, Scroggie discloses determining whether an indication exists that the user 
subscribes to receive information of at least one of the subscriber identification and a 
server identification associated with available incentives, includes: transmitting a 
subscriber request to the client device and receiving a response from the client device 
including the first identifier (see col.6 lines 1-64 and col. 12 lines 7-51). 



As to claim 5, Scroggie discloses transmitting an identifier corresponding to the client 
device to the incentive host server and transmitting a network server identifier 
corresponding to the network server (see fig. 13, see col.6 lines 1-64 and col. 12 lines 7- 
51). 

As to claim 6, Scroggie discloses receiving incentive information reflecting a selection of 
incentives based on at least one of the subscriber identification and the identifier 
corresponding to the client device to the incentive host server and the network server 
identifier corresponding to the network server (see fig. 13, see col.6 lines 1-64 and 
col. 12 lines 7-51). 



As to claim 7, Scroggie discloses transmitting a first identifier corresponding to the 
device associated with the user (see fig. 13, see col.6 lines 1-64 and col. 12 lines 7-51). 

As to claim 8, Scroggie discloses a computer-implemented method for accessing 
incentives in a network, comprising: 
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transmitting an access request to access one of the network servers (300, 312 
FIG. 13) in the network (see abstract, figs,1, 13, col.11 line 41 to col. 12 line 42); 

transmitting a first identifier and a network identifier (NID) corresponding to the 
access request to the incentive host sever (310 FIG. 13) (i.e., using purchase incentive 
data to process users 1 purchases) and determining available incentives using at least 
the first identifier and the NID, wherein an incentive host server (300 fig. 13) identifies 
available incentives in an incentive server database (306 fig. 13) associated with the NID 
(see col. 11 line 41 to col. 12 line 42 and col. 13 lines 10-46). 

As to claim 9, Scroggie discloses providing a browser enabling a user to formulate and 
transmit the access request (see fig. 13, see col. 6 lines 1-64 and col. 12 lines 7-51). 

As to claim 10, Scroggie discloses receiving selected incentive information reflecting a 
server identification associated with the server, wherein the network server provides the 
NID to the incentive host for identification of the incentive information (see fig. 13, see 
col.6 lines 1-64 and col. 12 lines 7-51). 

Claims 11-20 are rejected for the same reasons set forth in claims 1-10 respectively. 

As to claim 21 , Scroggie discloses a system for distributing information in a network, 
comprising: 
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a host server (300 fig. 13) having at least one of an incentive distribution module 
and an account creation module accessible to a plurality of users, a plurality of network 
servers (310, 312 fig. 13) coupled to and selectively accessible to the host server for 
providing identification including a first identifier and an network server identifier (NID) to 
the host server (see abstract, figs, 1, 13, col. 11 line 41 to col. 12 line 42); 

at least one client machine (302 fig. 13) coupled to and selectively accessible to 
at least one of the network servers for accessing network documents, wherein when at 
least one user (308 fig. 13) causes the client machine to access one of the network 
servers, the accessed network server communicates with the host server to obtain data 
corresponding to the subscriber for presentation to the at least one user, and wherein 
the at least one client machine is adapted to present from the host for at least one user 
(i.e., using purchase incentive data to process users* purchases, see col. 11 line 41 to 
col. 12 line 42 and col. 13 lines 10-46). 

As to claims 22-34, Scroggie further discloses using coupons, set of coupons, discounts 
and awards (see col. 10 lines 5-59 and col. 12 lines 7-51). 

As to claims 35 and 36, Scroggie further discloses transmitting to the client request and 
registration form for an account (using log-in page), receiving information regarding an 
account, determining an identifier and transmitting the first identifier to the client device 
(see col.6 line 35 to col. 7 line 52). 
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Claims 39-41 are rejected for the same reasons set forth in claims 34-36 respectively. 

Claims 44-47 are rejected for the same reasons set forth in claims 39-42 respectively. 

As to claim 48, Scroggie further discloses one or more database for storing information 

related to coupons (see fig. 10, col. 9 line 42 to col. 10 line 39). 

Claims 49-50 are rejected for the same reasons set forth in claims 40-41 respectively. 

Claims 52 and 53 are rejected for the same reasons set forth in claims 34 and 39 

respectively. 

As to claim 54, Scroggie discloses an incentive host server (310 fig. 13) for use in an 
incentive network, the incentive network including the incentive host server including at 
least two incentive network servers (300 and 312 fig. 13), comprising: 

an incentive database (306 fig. 13) for storing incentives; 

a registration module (using a log-in page and household Registration to process 
user's data information, see col.9 lines 15-40) for receiving registration information from 
a client device (302 fig. 13), and for transmitting a Unique ID (client ID) to the client 
device that submitted the registration information for storage on the client device to 
enable the ID to be subsequently used in connection with requesting incentives from 
any of the incentive network servers within the incentive network (see col. 6 lines 35-64 
and col. 11 lines 42-65); 

an incentive determination module for: 
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receiving a request for incentives from any of the incentive network servers and 
receiving a UID and a network ID (NID) associated with the request (see fig. 14, col.1 1 
line 66 to col. 12 line 42). 

determining currently available incentives based on the UID and a UID of the 
client device from which request was initiated and transmitting information about the 
incentives determined to be currently available (see col. 12 line 43 to col. 13 line 35). 

As to claim 55, Scroggie further discloses that the incentive determination module for 
transmitting information about the incentives determined to be currently available to a 
client device having the UID associated with the received request (see col. 12 line 43 to 
col. 13 line 35). 

As to claim 56, Scroggie further discloses the incentive determination module for 
transmitting information about the incentives determined to be currently available to the 
incentive network server having the NID associated with the received request (see col.8 
line 53 to col.9 line 40 and col. 12 line 43 to col. 13 line 35). 

As to claim 57, Scroggie further discloses an incentive network, comprising: 

an incentive host server (310 fig. 13) and at least two incentive network servers 
(300 and 312 fig. 13), wherein an incentive network server comprises a network 
interface for receiving from a client device (302 fig. 13) a request for access to 
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incentives, and for communicating information about the request to the incentive host 
server (see abstract, fig. 13, col.1 1 lines 42-65); and 
the incentive host server comprising: 

i) an incentive database (306 fig. 13) for storing incentives; 

ii) a registration module (using a log-in page and household Registration to 
process user's data information, see col. 9 lines 15-40) for receiving registration 
information from a client device (302 fig.1 3), and for transmitting a Unique ID (client ID) 
to the client device that submitted the registration information for storage on the client 
device to enable the ID to be subsequently used in connection with requesting 
incentives from any of the incentive network servers within the incentive network (see 
col.6 lines 35-64 and col.1 1 lines 42-65); 

iii) a network interface for receiving from any of the incentive network servers a 
request for access to at least some of the stored incentives, and receiving a request for 
incentives from any of the incentive network server from which the request is received 
(see fig. 14, col.1 1 line 66 to col. 12 line 42). 

iv) an incentive determination module for determining currently available 
incentives based on the UID and a UID of the client device from which request was 
initiated and means for transmitting information about the incentives determined to be 
currently available to the UID and UID combination (see col. 12 line 43 to col. 13 line 35). 

Claims 58 and 59 are rejected for the same reasons set forth in claims 55 and 56 
respectively. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 37, 38, 42, 43 and 51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Scroggie et al., U.S. Pat. no.5,970,469 in view of 
Gardenswartz et al. US pat. No.6,055,573. 

Scroggie's teachings still applied as in item 4 above. Scroggie does not specifically 
disclose demographic information regarding a user and the requested document is 
stored on the network server. However, Gardenswartz further discloses demographic 
information regarding a user and the requested document is stored on the network 
server (see fig.1, col.5 lines 33 to col. 6 line 53, col.7 line 12 to col.8 line 32 and col. 13 
line 51 to ocl.14 line 48). It would have obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to implement Gardenswartz' s teachings into the 
computer system of Scroggie to process data transactions over the Internet because it 
would have tracked a consumer's online activity and thus delivered appropriate product 
information to consumers based on purchase history over the Internet. 
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Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed on 7/22/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

* Applicant asserts that the Scroggie reference is US Pat. No.5,790,469. 
Examiner respectfully points out that Applicant made a typo error. In the Office 

Action, the Scroggie reference is US Pat. No. 5,970,469. 

* Applicant asserts that Scroggie does not disclose a computer network 
comprising at least one incentive host server and two or more network servers. 
Examiner respectfully point outs that Scroggie discloses the computer network 

comprising at least one incentive host server (310 fig. 13) and at least two network 
servers (300, 312 fig. 13) as rejected above. 

* Applicant asserts that Scroggie does not disclose transmitting a first identifier 
and a network server identifier corresponding to the access request to the 
incentive to a host server and determining at the incentive host server available 
incentives using at least the first identifier and the NID, wherein the NID is used 
to identify available incentives in an incentive server database associated with 
the NID. 

Examiner respectfully disagrees. Scroggie discloses a method for 
delivering purchasing incentives and a variety of other retail shopping aids 
through a computer network. Specifically, Scroggie discloses transmitting a first 
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identifier [using a unique customer' identification (ID) or token for defining coupon 
offers available for particular users) corresponding to the access request to the 
incentive to a host server [using the server (300 fig. 13) and a network server 
identifier (NID) (information also containing hyperlinks to sites established by 
individual manufactures and retailers, see fig. 10, col. 9 line 42 to col. 10 line 4) for 
transmitting incentive data to an in-store server in the supermarket selected by 
the users, see abstract, figs, 1, 13, col. 1 1 line 41 to col. 12 line 42) and 
determining at the incentive host server available incentives using at least the 
first identifier and the NID, wherein the NID is used to identify available incentives 
in an incentive server database (306 fig. 13) associated with the NID (i.e., using 
purchase incentive data to process and to select a purchasing incentive based 
on users' purchases and log histories, see col. 1 1 line 41 to col. 12 line 42 and 
col. 13 lines 10-46). 

Therefore, the examiner asserts that cited prior art teaches or suggests the 
subject matter broadly recited in independent claims 1, 8, 11, 18, 21, 34, 39, 44, 48, 52- 
54 and 57. Claims 2-7, 9, 10, 12-17, 19, 20, 22-33, 35-38,40-43, 45-47, 49-51, 55 and 
56 are also rejected at least by virtue of their dependency on independent claims and by 
other reasons set forth in the previous office action [mailed on4/22/2005j. Accordingly, 
claims 1-57 are respectfully rejected. 
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Conclusion 

6. Claims 1-59 are rejected. 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khanh Dinh whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3936. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 A.m. 
to 5:00 P.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung, can be reached on (571 ) 272-3939. The fax phone number 
for this group is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval IPAIRI system. Status information for published 
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applications may be obtained from either Private PMR or Public PMR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Khanh Dinh 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 21 51 
9/20/2005 



